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Catecholamines, Part C: Neuropharmacology and Central Nervous System -Therapeutic Aspects (Neurology and Neurobiology, vol 8C) E Usdin et al. (ed) pp 275 £72 ISBN 0-8451-2709-8 New York: Alan R Liss 1984 Catecholamines have been a source of great interest to research workers in neurosciences for over 30 years. Part of their fascination arises from their localization in well defined parts of the brain and their importance in brain functioning. Recently the discovery of peptides as co-transmitters has thrown open many of our assumptions about neurotransmission in general and the function of catecholamines in the brain in particular. It is therefore both appropriate and important that regular meetings are held on this topic. This volume contains the proceedings of the 5th International Catecholamine Symposium held in Goteborg, Sweden, 12-16 June 1983. The symposium has been published in three parts and this part (C) comprises the therapeutic aspects.
The scope of the book, however, is much more than solely clinical and therapeutic. Five sections cover catecholamines in psychiatric disorders, motor malfunctions, cerebrospinal fluid concentration of amines and metabolites, pharmacology and regeneration. Each section contains several papers, some of which are entirely concerned with animal experiments. The pharmacology, surprisingly, is the smallest section. A somewhat confusing aspect is the summary chapters which apparently deal with free communications which were given at the symposium, although this is nowhere made clear.
The particular usefulness of the book lies in the many review chapters. These are critical and concern themselves with the relevance of animal pharmacology and clinical laboratory studies to psychiatric and neurological conditions. The critical attitudes of the various contributors have at least introduced a note of realism in biological psychiatry.
The book is well produced and indexed. It is published as a hard back volume and is expensive. This is a pity because it may not be as widely available as it should be. This book is based on a multidisciplinary course on urological cancer held in Boston in the autumn of 1982. There are 21 chapters dealing with prostate, kidney, bladder and testis tumours, 4 chapters on complications, and 8 on epidemiology, new diagnostic techniques and cancer of penis and adrenal cortex. Some chapters are written in the form of short notes and some are in prose but in general there is no waste of words. The bibliography for each chapter is short and relevant.
The book has been produced from cameraready manuscripts, which adds to the impression of typed notes such as would be given out at a course. The editors assume the readers have some knowledge of the subject and this is essential because the book presents only a North American view of the subject. However, this is inevitable, for it is not intended to compete with other recent textbooks on urological cancer; in many ways this is a more useful book than some of the larger texts.
